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“UNITARIAN
UNIVERSALIST

CHURCH OF BERKS COUNTY

The church olce
from 12"5pm,

Tuesday through Friday, but
please call ahead to ensure
access. If you need to get in
at other times, contact the
o#tce manager to arrange
for a temporary key.

is open

Rev. Fees has o#ce hours
by appointment. To
schedule, please call the
church at 610 372"0928 or
email

sandrafees@verizon.net

Monday is Rev. Fees day 0$.

Board of Directors
Norman Block, president
Joe Plageman, vice
president

Doug Mealing, secretary
Jeanne Hey, treasurer
Members at large, Richard
Bromley, Mike Mannix,
Miryha Thibalt, Je$
Woodward, Cindy Mock

L meUNIVolce

OEvolutionary EvangelistsO Barlow and Dowd
o$er worship and workshop, October 26 & 28

We are pleased to welcome authors
Connie Barlow and the Rev. Michael
Dowd, "America's "Evolutionary
Evangelists" back into our community
this month. For six years, they have
lived entirely on the road, delivering
talks for 300 UU congregations and
other religious and secular groups.
Connie Barlow will offer a worship
service on October 26th, and Michael
will present a free, 2-hour workshop
at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 28th
in the Gerber Room.

In this richly illustrated talk, Rev.
Dowd will cover the major themes of
his 2007 book, Thank God for
Evolution!, which has received
endorsements from five Nobel
laureates, as well as leaders across the
religious spectrum, and which was
featured in a 2008 issue of New York
Times Magazine. Come learn how our
modern understanding of this 14-
billion year old Universe, as given by
mainstream science, builds bridges,
provides guidance, and restores
realistic hope for individuals and
families, for humanity, and for the
body of life as a whole.

A movement has been growing over
the past few decades that takes our
common creation story, the epic of
evolution revealed by science, as the
basis for an inspiring and meaningful
view of our place in the universe.
Rev. Michael Dowd, is at the

forefront of this movement. This well
informed, thoroughly researched, and
inspired book proclaims a gospel
billions of years old. It builds bridges,
provides guidance, and restores
realistic hope for virtually everyone,
regardless of belief or worldview. We
hope you can attend this special
presentation.
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Connie Barlow and the Rev. Michel Dowd

Asian Elegance
arrives November 15

The Annual Service Auction theme
is...The Asian Elegance Cafe. It will be
on Saturday, November 15th from
6-9 pm. It will consist of a silent and
live auction. We will be asking and
calling for donations as well as selling
tickets to the event soon. For further
information, please contact Stephanie
Elliott.
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From Sandra’s Study

Rev. Sandra Fees

Religiously speaking, there is
only one act in town for us — only
one UU church here in Berks
County. That sometimes makes it
seem like we are an island. The
truth is, we are not alone. We are
part of a much larger movement
and a much larger group of UUs.
There are 65 congregations in
our district alone (including
churches in Central and Eastern
Pennsylvania, parts of New
Jersey, Delaware, Maryland,
Northern Virginia, and the District
of Columbia). There are one
thousand congregations across
the nation. Knowing this can help
us feel that we are connected to
a larger movement. It can help us
see that we are living our values
in a wider context than our one
congregation.

Reaching out to other UUs in the
state, region, or nation is even
more amazing. Being together
with members of other
congregations is a powerful
experience. This month (and in
November too) we have a few
chances to gather with other
UUs. And we can engage with
our larger faith tradition without
necessarily having to travel to a
different congregation.

The first weekend of October, we
are hosting the Pennsylvania
Universalist Convention (PUC).

The PUC is made up of
historically Universalist
congregations in Pennsylvania
that gather once a year to
worship and honor our
Universalist heritage.
We are one of seven
Universalist
congregations in
Pennsylvania.
Representatives

from those

churches will be

here to engage in
workshops, meetings,
and worship.

The second weekend of October,
we celebrate Association Sunday.
This is an invigorating way in
which we recognize our deep
bonds to other UUs across the
entire nation. When we light our
chalice on that Sunday morning,
we will be intentional in
recognizing that about one
thousand other churches are also
lighting a flaming chalice. We will
know that we are all honoring our
liberal faith together. The theme
for that day for all of our churches
is: “Growing the Spirit.” It reflects
the distinct message we UUs
bring of love and hope that is
needed more and more in the
world today.

| am always grateful for the many
opportunities | have to interact
with other UUs — whether at our
annual UU gathering, at the
monthly minister’s gatherings |
attend, or at workshops and other

UU activities that bring us
together from various
congregations. | hope this month
you will have the opportunity to
meet Unitarian Universalists from
our other churches. | hope you
will have the chance to
experience the ways in
which our liberal faith is
transforming people’s lives
in our larger UU
movement.

Yours in faith and love,

Univoice
Submission
Guidelines

Email submissions by sending
a Word file, or including your
material in the body of an
email message, to
univoice@uuberks.org. You
may also put typewritten
submissions in our mailbox in
the deBenneville Room. The
deadline is the 15th of each
month. Please include the date,
time and location of events,
and the full name and phone
number or email of contacts.

--Jane Palmer and
Erika Bricker, co-editors
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New piano honors three splinters from
decades of music ministry the Board

On Sunday September 7, as we joy to our congregation through ) .

There will be a Congregational
gathered for the start of a new her gift of music and song. Music | Meeting on December 7th. Please
church year, friends and members is one of the joys of her life, and . mark your calendars and plan on
of the congregation honored we are grateful to her for sharing it attending. These meetings are an

. . , . i excellent way for you to keep
Caroline Simonson's with us.

) ) informed regarding the "goings
commitment to our music on" of our church.
ministry by dedicating our
The Board wants to remind
members of the Safety
Guidelines and Disruptive
Persons Policies posted in the
Gerber Room. If you have
concerns regarding inappropriate
or unsafe behaviors from a
member of the congregation,
please see Rev. Sandra Fees or
Norman Block, Board President.

new piano in her name.

Our minister Rev. Sandra
Fees recognized Caroline
Simonson's long service and
commitment to the
congregation's music

ministry and offered a short

biographical tribute. Diane e :
Diane Trieb and Caroline Simonson : FUUBC is hosting the annual

Trieb, a long-time church .
PUC convention on the weekend

member and a member of the
choir under Caroline's leadership,
offered a personal tribute and
presented Caroline with a
commemorative plaque. A second

plaque is affixed to the piano.

A beloved leader in our music
ministry, Caroline has devoted
herself to the music of this church
for over 30 years, serving as
pianist and choir director. Today,
she continues as a pianist and

sings in the choir. She has brought

of October 3-5. Many fellow
Universalists from Pennsylvania
will be arriving to spend quality
time in our city. If you would like
to attend any of the functions,
please see Richard Bromley,
Nelson Simonson, or Diane
VanBodegraven.

The FUUBC Board of Directors
meets on the second Tuesday of
every month at 7pm in the
Gerber Room. All are welcome
to attend. See Norman Block or
Joe Plageman for more
information.
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It is my great honor

have been chosen as your DRE for this
year. | believe that my lifeOs purpose is
about nourishing the spiritual lives of
children and youth; your construction
plan shows your dedication and
commitment to your young people and
to growing this Congregation by
supporting your families in nurturing
the spiritual lives of their children and
youth.

| am very excited to start working with
all of you and sharing your ideas as well
as a few of my own. Sandra and | have
been working together and we are

excited about starting ChildrenOs Chapel

as well as Youth Worship once a month
on separate Sundays so that every
child/youth gets his or her special
spiritual time.

ChildrenOs worship will include a
childrenOs chalice lighting, childrenOs
music, an offering and a childrenOs
sharing as well as a message for them.
The youth worship will incorporate
youth music, youth topics, youth
sharing, an offering and joy and sorrow
component. We would like to empower
our youth to lead these worships on
their own. They select the topic, the
music, and the sharing question. More
details will follow, stay tuned.

I look forward to meeting you all this
Sunday where we can start and
hopefully continue many conversations.

Yours in Faith & Fun!

Paula Rosentbery

PAULA’S STORY (to be continued)

Once upon a time...

Paula was born and raised on Long Island as a Methodist.
She was confirmed and so ended her religious journey as
a teen. Fast forward 10 years. Methodist girl falls in love
with Jewish boy...who was Bar Mitzvahed and so ended

his religious journey. OY'!

Fast forward another 10 years. Paula & Saul marry and
quickly have Cory. Hmmm what shall we do? Our son
needs a religion! We find UU church blocks from our
home. Paula quickly gets involved in RE, finds her niche
in the youth room and proceeds to spend 11 years of her

and Cory’s life there.

Starting as a volunteer teacher, Paula graduates to a 15
hour UUA approved position, then sees a need for a youth
group in the greater Long Island UU community and
creates LIYUUTH a monthly youth group. Paula receives
Youth Advisor of the year at GA. Paula
gets trained as an OWL facilitator, and
works on Sophia Fahs Camp Council for

5 years as the Youth Advisor.

Paula hears of a need for a DRE in
Queens NY and works there for a year Paula Rosenberg
creating an RE program. Son Cory

graduates and signs on at Gettysburg College, and Paula

and Saul begin the next chapter of their life in beautiful

Terre Hill, Pa. Paula continues her 2.5 hour commute to

NY to continue her RE work. Through a congregant here

at UU Berks, Paula hears of an opening of a DRE position

and sends in her resume...
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Adult Programs

NEW TO UU — MEMBERSHIP CLASS
Sat, Nov. 1-9, 9-11:30am, Gerber
Room, Nadine Smet-Weiss,
Membership Co-Chair, and Rev.
Sandra Fees

This workshop is for anyone
considering joining the church or
who has recently joined. It
includes an orientation to mission
and programs, a tour of the
building, a short UU video, and an
opportunity to get to know other

members and friends. Register
with Rev. Fees by Oct. 26.

GETTING TO KNOW UU

Sun, Oct. 12, 12-1pm with Rev.
Sandra Fees

Those who are guests or want to
learn more about the church
community are invited to join in
this informal conversation. Learn
about church programs, Unitarian
Universalism, and anything else
related to our faith.

LUNCH BUNCH

Tues, Oct. 21, Noon-1:30 pm

The Lunch Bunch will discuss the
theme of Unitarian Universalist
spirituality. Bring a brown bag
lunch. Contact Rev. Fees for more

information.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

3 Saturdays: Oct. 11, 18 & 25,
9-11:30am

The Shawl Ministry knits and
crochets shawls for individuals in
our religious community who are
ill or shut in, for parents with
newborns, and for other pastoral
concerns. Members and friends,
and beginner and experienced
knitters, are all welcome. Register
with Rev. Fees by Oct. 5. OF
fellow UUs on a monthly basis to
deepen relationships and explore
your spirituality? If so, contact
Rev. Fees. I am looking to
coordinate a group of 8-10
committed individuals who would
like to meet at the church.

911 on 9/11

Gileadfocus of Book
Discussion Group

October's book is Gileadby
Marilynne Robinson. This Pulitzer
Prize winning novel is set in the
American Midwest in the
mid-1900s. It is a “story about
fathers and sons and the spiritual
battles that still rage in America's
heart.”

In honor of our last book, Riding
the Bus with My Sisterwe are
looking for a “Cool Beth” name
for our group. Bring your idea to
the group in October.

November's book will be A Long
Way Gone, Memoirs of a Boy
Soldier, by Ishmael Beah.

We will meet on October 12th at
9:15 at the Chalice House. Please
bring your own coffee. Snacks will
be provided.

Everyone is welcome to join the
Book Discussion Group. Please
contact Cindy Mock for more
information.

It was Ruthie to the rescue! When she was called, she showed up

pronto! She let us in and joined us.

There were five of us this year. Everyone lighted a candle. Everyone
spoke. The thoughts were diverse as was the diminutive crowd, men,

women, black, white, gay, straight.

All this in just five of us. It was 911, gently remembered, somberly
honored. Thanks to the church for the space. We'll be asking for it

again next year.

--Carolyn Brown
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Coffee Corps

October 5 (PUC Fall Meeting)

Group 11, Carol Gonzalez (610) 777-3353Pat
Getz, Sue Hufford, Paula and Joe Plageman, Susan
Pena, Brad Richardson and Christine Thomas.

October 12

Group 1V, Wilfriede and Walter Axsmith, (610) 488-683,
Sandy Deemer, Linda McCormick, Mike Mitchell and Lynne
Dorwood, Linda Blazer, and Diane Van Bodengraven

October 19
Group V, Leigh Kane and Rick Salafia, (610) 683-0745,

Kelly Hartman, Steve DeBroux and Mena Hautau, Quinn and
Daniel Matz, Laurie Gerson, Lois Moll and Miryha Thibault

October 26

Group VI, Randall Newnham, (610) 370-2175

Mel and Muriel Brownstein, Mark Burton and Stephanie
Elliott, Liz Eshelman, Michael and Carla Mannix, and
Heather Riegel

Ushers

October 5, John Showalter, Mike Szajna
October 12, Laurie Gerson, Miryha Thibault
October 19, Sam Tyson, Keith Orts

October 26, Richard Baker, Fay Oxenrider
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News from the Pantry

Our pantry served 127 households on
September 4™ with a total of 481 children and
adults. Our next pantry will be held on
Thursday, October 2.

New volunteers are always welcome, anytime
between 8:30 and noon on the first Thursday
of every month. Duties include unloading the
Greater Berks Food Bank truck, stocking the
shelves, distributing the food, cleaning up and
recycling the cardboard. For more information

please contact Liz Eshelman. Thanks.
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Oct 2,2008 Food Pantry 8:30am-Noon
Spirit of Life 7-8:30pm
Oct 4,2008 PUC 9am-4pm
Oct 7,2008 UUJEC 5:30 PM
Oct 9,2008 Auction Committee Meeting 6pm
Spirit of Life 7-8:30pm
Oct 11,2008 | Prayer Shawl Ministry 9-11:30am
Oct 12,2008 | Getting to Know UU
Building Workday Noon
Oct 14,2008 | Full Moon Earth-centered Circle 6-9:30pm
Board Meeting 7pm
Oct 15,2008 | ST 7:30 PM
Oct 16,2008 | Spirit of Life 7-8:30pm
Oct 17,2008 | Drum Circle
Oct 18,2008 | Prayer Shawl Ministry 9-11:30am
Oct 19,2008 | Building Keepers Meeting Noon
Oct 21,2008 | Lunch Bunch 5:30 PM
PFLAG
UUJEC
Oct 23,2008 | Spirit of Life 7-8:30pm
Oct 25,2008 | Prayer Shawl Ministry 9-11:30am
Oct 28,2008 | Evolution Workshop 7pm
Oct 30,2008 | Spirit of Life 7-8:30pm
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Building Keepers’
Workday on October 12

The Building Keepers will be holding
another work day at the church after the
coffee service on Sunday October

12th. Please bring your work clothes/
gloves/shoes to church on October 12 and
stay after to work on some building
projects, including:

« Painting in the Gerber Room

» Weeding and picking up leaves/sticks
around the buildings

« Cleaning gutters

« Applying Murphy Oil Soap to the wood
work in the sanctuary

« and more...

A light lunch will be provided around
Ipm. Please help us to get enough food
for lunch by signing up on the sign-up
sheet in the Gerber Room.

Last spring, we had about 15 people show
up to help. We are hoping to break that

record this time. If you have any
questions or ideas, contact Frank Wilder.

rA‘

NY
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Worship Services in October

October 5 The Universalist Spirit

Rev. Sandra Fees and Nelson Simonson, Worship
Associate

Our Reading church began as a Universalist
congregation. Our history is important to us but what
does it mean for us spiritually today? Does
Universalism have a saving message to offer?

October 12 Growing the Spirit: Association
Sunday

Rev. Sandra Fees and Carol Orts, Worship Associate
This morning thousands of our UU congregations
across the nation are celebrating our shared
commitment to Unitarian Universalism. Come and
join in the celebration and help to grow the spirit of
our liberal faith.

October 19 Second Chances

Rev. Sandra Fees and Zane Szurgot, Worship
Associate

Other religions have a process of confession and
reconciliation when a wrong has been done. How do

First Unitarian Universalist Church
of Berks County
416 Franklin Street
Reading, PA 19602
610 372-0928

www.uuberks.org
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we Unitarian Universalists acknowledge our
shortcomings and get a second chance?

October 26

OA Walk on the Wild Side: Your BrainOs Creation
StoryO

Guest speaker, Connie Barlow (see page 1)

Unitarian Universalists, as freethinkers, have long
appreciated the scientific endeavor for what it can tell
us about the vast Universe and the depths of
prehistory. The young sciences of Evolutionary
Psychology and Evolutionary Brain Science are now
beginning to offer practical tools that can assist us in
leading fulfilled, on-purpose lives. Indeed, these
sciences teach that "inherited proclivities," which
served our pre-human ancestors, are at the root of our
most challenging personal issues today: relationship
troubles and our tendencies to use food and other
substances in unhealthy ways.

Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage
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